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Spaniard was killed, and all the rest of the men were
taken prisoners. The Imperialists would not give them
up until a cartel was arranged. The King, upon hear-
ing this, at once despatched the general officers to Italy.
Our troops were to be commanded by Catinat, under
M. de Savoie; and the Spanish troops by Vaudemont,
who was Governor-General of the Milanese, and to
whom, and his dislike to our King, I have before al-
luded.

Vaudemont at once began to plot to overthrow Cati-
nat, in conjunction with Tesse, who had expected
the command, and who was irritated because it had not
been given to him. They were in communication with
Chamillart, Minister of War, who aided them, as did
other friends at Court, to be hereafter named, in car-
rying out their object. It was all the more easy be-
cause they had to do with a man who depended for sup-
port solely upon his own talent, and whose virtue and
simplicity raised him above all intrigue and scheming;
and who, with much ability and intelligence, was se-
vere in command, very laconic, disinterested, and of
exceeding pure life.

Prince Eugene commanded the army of the Em-
peror in Italy. The first two generals under him, in
order of rank, were allied with Vaudemont: one, in fact,
was his only son; the other was the son of a friend of
his. The least reflection ought to have opened all eyes
to the conduct of Vaudemont, and to have discerned
it to be more than suspicious. Catinat soon found it
out. He could plan nothing against the enemy that
they did not learn immediately; and he never attempted
any movement without finding himself opposed by a